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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS IZ 
SUBJ: ABORTIVE COUP 

1. RADIO BAGHDAD ANNOUNCED AT 2000 HOURS JULY 1 THAT COUP ATTEMPT 
BY DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL SECURITY NAZIM KZAR ON JUNE 30 HAD FAILED. 
STATEMENT SAID KZAR AND HIS UNKNOWN SUPPORTERS HAD INVITED 
MINISTER OP DEPENSE, LT GENERAL HAMMAD SHEHAB, AND MINISTER 
OP INTERIOR LT GENERAL SAADOUN GHAIDAN AND OTHERS TO LUNCH ON 
JUNE 30 WITH INTENT TO IMPRISON THEM AND THEN SEIZE CONTROL. 

PLAN MISFIRED AND KZAR AND SUPPORTERS PLED TOWARD IRANIAN BORDER 
TAKING TWO MINISTERS WITH THEM. THEY WERE CAUGHT, BUT NOT BEPORE 
THEY KILLED SHEHAB AND SLIGHTLY WOUNDED GHAIDAN. RADIO AND TV 
READING PROM KORAN AND SHEHAB PUNERAL SET POR 0800 JULY 2. AS OP 
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2300 HOURS JULY 1 CITY APPEARS NORMAL EXCEPT POR HEAVY SECURITY 
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GUARDS AROUND STRATEGIC POINTS, MANY OF THEM PARTY MILITIA. 

2. RUMORS OF COUP BEGAN CIRCULATING EARLY MORNING OE JULY 1 
FOLLOWING REPORTS OP SHOOTING DURING NIGHT. CHIEFS OF MISSION, 

WHO WERE AT AIRPORT POR DEPARTURE OP DUTCH AMBASSADOR, TIED 
SHOOTING IN WITH FACT THAT PRESIDENT AL-BAKR'S PLANE WAS UN- 
ACCOUNTABLY TWO HOURS LATE, ARRIVING AT 2000 JUNE 30, ON RETURN 
PROM STATE VISITS TO BULGARIA AND POLAND. AIRPORT RECEPTION WAS 
UNUSUALLY MODEST AND NEITHER SHEHAB NOR GHAIDAN WERE PRESENT. 

3. MANY RUMORS AND THEORIES NOW CIRCULATING SINCE PEW OBSERVERS 
GIVE CREDIBILITY TO GOI STATEMENTS. PAKISTANI CHARGE TOLD ME 
THAT PRESIDENT'S PLANE HAD BEEN TOLD TO DELAY LANDING UNTIL 

ALL WAS SAPE AND THAT AP PLANE WAS IN AIR TO SHOOT PLANE DOWN, 

BUT WHEN PILOT LEARNED THAT PLOT DISCOVERED, HE FLED ACROSS 
BORDER. THERE IS ALSO RUMOR THAT SEVERAL HUNDRED ARMY PERSONNEL 
AND BAATH MILITIA WERE KILLED IN CLASHES ON JULY 1 WHEN MILITIA 
WENT TO TAKE CONTROL OF CAMP RASHID, LARGEST MILITARY INSTALLATION 
NEAR BAGHDAD. CLOSEST THING TO CONFIRMATION OF THIS IS RELIABLE 
REPORT FROM BRITISH NURSE AT LOCAL HOSPITAL THAT AT ABOUT 1300 
JULY 1 LOUDSPEAKER CALLED FOR ALL PERSONNEL TO STAY ON DUTY AND 
ALL AVAILABLE DOCTORS AND NURSES WERE SENT TO RASHID MILITARY 
HOSPITAL. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE IT OBVIOUSLY TOO EARLY TO DETERMINE SIGNIFICANCE 
THESE EVENTS, CERTAIN ELEMENTS STAND OUT. GENERALS SHEHAB AND 
GHAIDAN WELL KNOWN AS CLOSE RELATIVES AND SUPPORTERS OF PRESIDENT 
BAKR. THEY ARE LAST TWO MILITARY MEN ON RCC, EXCLUDING BAKR. 

THUS PLOT AGAINST THEM COULD BE SEEN AS NEXT TO FINAL ACT IN 
TAKEOVER OF COMPLETE POWER BY SADDAM HUSSAIN AND CIVIL WING 
OF BAATH; PROCESS WHICH INCLUDED ASSASINATION OF GENERAL HARD AN 
AL-TIKRITI IN MARCH 1971 AND FORCED EXILE OF LTGEN SALAH MAHDI 
AMMASH IN OCTOBER 1971. SINCE GHAIDAN APPARENTLY ONLY SLIGHTLY 
WOUNDED AND ALLEGED PLOTTERS TO BE TRIED, HOWEVER, THIS EX- 
PLANATION SEEMS UNLIKELY, OR ELSE PLOT BADLY MISFIRED. 

5. IT PERHAPS 

COINCIDENCE THAT THE FOUR KURDISH MINISTERS WERE 
ALSO ABSENT FROM AIRPORT RECEPTION YR BAKR. POSSIBILITY THAT 
KURDISH ISSUE INVOLVED IN THIS BAATH POWER STRUGGLE SHOULD NOT 
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HOWEVER BE RULED OUT SINCE THIS HAS BEEN ISSUE ON WHICH MILITARY 
AND CIVILIAN LEADERS STRONGLY DISAGREED IN PAST. 

6. AS OF 0800 JULY 2 CITY APPEARS NORMAL EXCEPT FOR CROWD GATHERING 
FOR SHEHAB FUNERAL PROCESSION. 

LOWRIE 
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